MISCELLANEOUS. 


How he Won Her. 


We hope the moral of the following sketch 
will be productive of much good. Young 
men who are ambitious of success in the 
matrimonial line, should study welf the 
grand secret. Our friend who furnishes this 
sketch, says he has seen no reason why it 
should not be true. 


A young lady of eccentric character, but 
of rare mental endowments and extraordi- 
nary personal attractions, has five suitors, e- 
qually assiduous in their attentions, 
ble to decide upon which she would bestow 
her hand, she gave them notice to call upon 


her at a certain hour ona stated day, and) 


each state his claims in the presence of the 


Four of them were confident of 
uecess; but the fifth had a down-cast look, 
jand sighed when he gazed upon the object 
of his devotion. 

‘Gentlemen,’ said she, ‘you have honored 
ne with proposals of marriage. I have, as 
et: neither refused nor accepted any one 
of you. I now desire that each one of you 
will, state your claims to my hand, in order 

are, f may” pipe, upon what grounds I’ may | 
Se justified in bestowing it.’ 

A answered as follows; ‘If you marry me, 
you shall live in a splendid house, have ser- 
vants and carriages at your command, and 


I 


1 


enjoy allthe luxuries of fashionable life. 


am rich,’ 


yB spoke next: ‘My rival has said very. 

‘ue that he ig rich, 
f 3 

trong inducement. | 


cent: 


and he offers you a 
But 1 am of noble de- 
my grandfather was a duke; and al- 


whom an alliance would be considered an} 
honor by the wealthiest heiress in the 
Tand.’ 

C stated his claims thus, ‘Il am _ a politi- 
Rian, and have now a reputation that older 
persons have envied. Next year! shall run 
for Congress, and I have no doubt of suc- 
‘cuss. By marrying me, your name will be 
handed down to posterity.’ 

D twisted his mustache with the air of an 
exquisite, aud said—‘Angelic creature!— 
*Pon my soul, 1 think you have already 
made up your mind in my favor. You know 
how I’m admired. Who isthe most fash- 
ionable dresser in town?-Who ‘rides on 
the finest horses? Who is a better judge 
of the Opera? Rumor says D, but, 
honor, I’m too/modest to insist upon it.’ 


‘pon 


When it came to E’s time to speak, there | 


‘was a pause, (All eyes turned towards 
1im. Poor fellow! he was dreadfully em- 
8) assed. 
Vell,’ said the beauty, eae say you, 

y Rar tg 

» ‘Alas!’ was the reply, ‘I yield to those 
gentlemen. They have the advantage of 
me in every respect.’ And he took up his | 
nt to leave. 

‘Stop,’ said the lady, ‘make-your state- 
ment, no matter how humble may be your | 
claims.’ 

‘lam ee . 

_ ‘Go on.’ 


‘ 


Ska, not of noble family.” 
bo on, sir’ ses | 


Una- | 


At the appointed time the lovers | 


though not wealthy, | am of a family PA i eetnaly air deer tee - 


\'s 


: —proceed. ; 
‘I hers neither the taste nor the means to 
dress fashionably. I work for my liyeli- 


hood. 


ducements held out by my rivals.’ 

‘I am to judge of that, sir. 
next?’ 

[Nothing only I love you, and take a 
news-paper. 


What 


| ‘At this Messrs. A, B, C and D, ! 
|burst out into a loud laugh, and ‘exclaimed | 


in one voice—‘So do we!—I love you to dis- 
\traction!—I take four papers! ha! ha!’ 

‘Silence,’ said the lady, ‘in one month 
you shall have my answer. You may all 
withdraw.’ 

At the end of the month the five suitors 
again appeared. Turning to each in suc- 
cession, the lady thus answered: , 

‘Riches are not productive of happiness.’ 
‘Boasted nobility of blood is the poorest of 
all recommendations.’ 


‘Fame is fleeting,’ 


gentleman is to be pitied,’ 
the trouble to find out the name of the news- 
papers to which you all subscribe, and I 
have ascertained that none of you, *who 
have boasted of wealth, nobility, fame or 
fashion, have paid the printer! Now, gentle- 
imen, this is dishonest. I cannot think of 
marrying a man who could be. guilty of a 
dishonest act. I have learned that Mr. E, 
not only subscribes for a paper, but pays 
the printer! Therefore, I say, he is the man. 
I give him my hand, as he is every way 
calculated to make me happy. 

Need we extend our narrative? The dis- 
appointed gentlemen disappeared quite sud- 


It is hardly possible that I can make |", 2 
you happy, for I can offer none of the in- said, ‘Mr. Moody, there’s a turkey father 


ceived a reward for his services. 


denly; and the lucky suitor was united to | 


in a few 
years, by his honesty and industry, became, 
not only a distinguished, but a wealthy man, 


moral in this? 


A Thanksgiving Story. 

‘Come, Charles, ‘my son,’ 
Allworthy, ‘take one of them turkeys and 
carry it up to parson Moody for Thanks- 
giving.’ 

Ale father: 
you.’ 

‘What do I hear, now, Charles? These 
five and twenty years I have ent the par- 
son a turkey, and Joe has carried them, and 
Tom, and Jerry, and you—without ey- 
er before refusing. ‘What’s the matter 
now?’ 

‘Why, father. 
bringing it to him, besides he took me to do 
awhile ago, because I started out of ineeting 
too soon.’ ies 
-. ‘Well, son, you know it is the custom for 
ithe minister to go out before any of the con- 


I don’t do that, again, I tell 


respect.’ * 
‘Respect or not, he’s nothing but a 


|man, and as for creeping for hip, I won't 


do it.’ 

‘Well, let it all pass, 
‘the turkey, and if he don’t thank -you for it, 
Twill? 

Charles shouldered the fowl, and inva 


| and was esteemed by all who knew him.— | 
| Young men, he paid the printer! Is there no 


said Deacon | 


gregation starts, this is done as a mark of | 


and earry him. | 


and ‘he that has but the outward garb of a brag pee RT HORE ety” bio teral to‘yeds, 


F | father for it. 
I have taken |. é : 
_ instances he has contributed to my happiness. 


—————* 


i captivating. 
he never thanked me for. 


a number or friends who had come ‘to pass | 
| Thanksgiving with him, The lad entered 
Awithout knocking, and bringing the turkey 


from his shoulder heavily upon the table, 


‘sent you, if you want it, you may have it, if | 
\you don’t, I’ll carry it back again.’ | 
' ‘I shall be very glad of it,” said the min-— 
ister, ‘but I think you might learn a little 
‘manners, Charles, can’t you do an errand 
better?’ 

‘How would you have me _ do it?’ said 
Charles. 

‘Sit down in my chair,’ 
‘and I will show you.’ | 

Charles took the chair while the divine 
took the turkey and left the room. He soon 
returned—took off his hat—made a very low 
bow, and said, ‘Mr. Moody, here is a turkey 
which my father sent you, and wishes you 
‘to accept it as a present.’ 

Charles rose from his seat and took the 
fowl, and said to the minister, ‘It is a very 


said the parson, 


In this and numerous other 


If you will just carry it into the kitchen and 
return again, I will send for Mrs. Mvody-to | 
give you half a dollar.’ 

The parson walked out of the room—his 
friends laughed at the joke, and made up a 


purse for the lad, who ever afterwards re- 
<> 
Tue stars or INFANCY pats Sag only 
a few months old are often seen to smile 
in their sleep. The beauty of the super- 
stition entertained by the Irish peasautry 
respecting this is unsurpassed) in’ poetical 
conception—they believing that the ehild 
is In Communion with angels, Lover has 
decked this idea with alorious pathos and 
sparkling gems of poet.c fancy in his bal- 
lad of “Lhe Angel’s Whisper.” The 
mother anxiously waiting the return of her 
husband from the sea—her deep conceru, 
for his safety, hér fears being hushed by| 
the heavenly sijiles playing * over the’ in-| 
fant’s countenance, and then ber exclama-. 
tion, F 


“Oh !, blessed be that warning, 

~ My child thy sleep adorning, 

For 1 know that the angels 

Are whispering to thee |” 
has made it one of the most popular bal-’ 
lads of the day, ) 

Dr. Beattie says, “I have heard good | | 

women remark, that the innocent babe is 
favored with some glorious vision. But 
that a bave should have visions or dreams; 
before it has ideas, can hi: indly be imagined. 
This is probably the effect, not of thou; ght | 
but of some bodily feeling, or of some tran- 
sient contraction or expansion of the mus- 
cles... Certain it is, that no smiles are more 
And ‘Providence no doubt in- | 
tended them as a sort of silent language ta 
engage our love ‘ even as, by its cries, the 
infant i is enabled to awaken our pity, and 
command our protection. % 5 


» 
- Rather’ Bitter: —A bachelor’s ly:to 


T 
young lay who significantly cs him 
-a present, some wormwood ;— 
Pm glad your gift is not .a-mIss, © 
wats ‘Much worse might eeaietaly . 
std The’ wortwood’s bad alone, but worse 
er The: ‘wormwood and the gal ( tn 
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“Author of ‘The Old English Gentlema.’ 


For where thowart, there is the world itself, 
With every several pleasure in the world; 
And where thou art not, desolation,’ 


Harry-Wington, an independent gentleman | 
, with the neat income of two thousand a year, | 
had, a few months since, entered the holy bonds |, 
* of connubial bliss. Rreaasiae 
In opposition to the general custom of grum- | 
' bling humanity, he was on unobjectionable terms | 
{ with his wife, himself, and the world. Not- 
} withstanding the philosophy of others, he could 
not perceive any consolation to be derived from 
, contemplating existence as a scene in which lit- 
tle else than acts of annoyance and misery were 
+ to cease, merely to make room for new ones; 
but, contrary to illustrated example of unsocial 
life, he regarded the present as the time to be| 
enjoyed, the past with no regret, the future 
without fear. 
An elegant cottage, as it was called, in the 
centre of Devonshire, with beautiful groundsat- _ 
tached, and no inquisitive neighbor nearer than 
} the vicarage, quite half a mile distant, was the 
enviable spot selected for the earthly paradise of 
Mr, and Mrs. Wington. : 
It was the first of September, a day enthnsi- 
' astically anticipated by sportsmen, when a loud, 
_ gruff voice, from under the window of Harry’s 
dormitory thus saluted him. ig 
‘Now, sir, it’s time. to be stirring.—Down, 
| Ponto, you’re a troublesome brute! Now then, 
\ sity come to heel, lass! come to heel, I say!’ 
Waking from his slumbers, Harry threw op- | 
»-en the casement. Upon the green lawn, in a 
| picturesque group, stood his gamekeeper, John | 
- Flip, anda brace of—as he would maintain— | 
the best pointers in the whole country round. | 
They'd find, back, and drop, against any that 
ever were or ever would be. “4 
‘It’s just four,. sir,’ said John, respectfully | 
touching his hat to his master’s emerged head. 
‘To bag ten brace before brealifast you mus’nt 
be long in turning out.’ ~ 
In avery limited period the shooting gear 
-avas arranged, and the impatient biped and quad- 
rupeds were joined by their no less eager master 
—all equally desirous for the sport. 


ture when Mrs. Wington’s pleasant dream was 
rudely broken by the sharp crack of one of Man- 


proceeded to the window, and saw her husband 
covered to his knees with the luxuriant..green 
tops of turnips, caréssing one of his 
i dogs. os: ? i ht ee 

With afine, heartytlavgh, which indicates no, 
pthought of duns, promissory notes, actions’ or 
chancery suits, Harry kissed his hand tothis 
)smilling wife, and after holding up a_ partridge 
in triumph of his skill, he vanished behind a hay . 
stack followed by the gamekeeper ind pointers. 

Nature was waking from repose—the sun*s 
rays were bursting upon the dewy verdure, like | 
Hope’s bright hue upon the clouded heart.— 
The flowers unclasped their leaves to the cheer- 
fullight with cups charged to the brim with 
| vorystal drops.—The air rang with the song of 
sirds,,and as Ida Wington continued to look up- 
n the beautiful scene with smiles— 


4 


Which went and came and disappeared, 
aike glancing sunbeams on the dimpled water shaded 
“by trees.’ : 


| she thought how delightful it was to Ihave so 
handsome, good tempered, and excellent a hus- 
band as she was ‘possessed of. Hours. passed 
With unconcious swiftness to Ida, so engaged 
‘was she with her no uncommon reverie, when 
| @Yap-a-tap at her ch mber door occasioned her 
to start, and hastily ask who was there? 
{ *Who is there, indeed!’ repeated a voice from 
heoutside. ‘Itispasteight. Breakfast, break- 
‘fast, I say;’ 
- ‘I’m coming, forsooth—‘I’m waiting for 
you!!!’ rejoined the voice. 

Before knowing the value of a parent’s smile, 
Ida was anorphan, an’ jeft tothe sole eare of 
| an only aunt. With a mother’s tenderness she 

had reared her, petted. but not spoiled her niece, 
_ and deemed herself fully rewarded by seeing 
her favorite a beautiful, and accomplished wo- 
man, and the wife of one whose study it was to 
render her happy. | 

Upon Ida’s marriage, orry requested that the 
) kind-hearted old lady would reside with them 
and form a member of his family circle, This 
| was the acme of her wishes; and thus / matters | 
stood a short time aftér that- eventful epoch in 
the lives of parties concerned int 
dav. alent ARES 


a = aman? 


“Not five minutes elapsed after Harry’s depar- — 
| ton’s best. Quickly surmising the cause, she | 


favorite + 


x 


oi : : stead. ’ 
ngewedding if 4 “gees eld; =e ; 3 a to» you one 


10 


‘My love, you look—a little too sweet, some | 


more of the milk, thank you, child—pale this 
morning, Ithink,’ said the antiquated dame in 
her usual broken sentences. © 

‘I’m quite well, aunt,’ replied Mrs. Wington. 

‘lam glad to hear that you are, my child, but 
you certainly-are—a piece of dry toast—some- 
what languid. Where is the scapegrace Har- 
F ! y : . . 

‘How forgetful you are, aunt? Why, this is 


| the first of September,’ said Ida. 


‘Ah! shooting then, of course. Married men 
should not indulge often in such amusements. 


| Frequently do we hear of guns bursting, and— 


' a little of that tongue—explodin 
| rejoined the aunt. 5 
A follower of the illustrious Arab, Mahomet, 
exclaims, when the shades of sorrow are cast 
) upon his path, ‘Tis my destiny!’ Whether 
‘ this creed be founded on semblance of truth, or 
tine gravity of a bubble lighter than air, it shall 
. form no argument for this page. All to be here 
. statedis the simple fact, whether fate winged 
| the shaft or not is immaterial, that, while Ida 
| was dropping a piece of sugar into a cup of eci- 
fee, her wedding ring slipped from her taper fin- 
ger into the saucer. 

‘Heaven preserve us—Heaven preserve us!’ 
ejaculatedthe aunt, ‘It’s a fearful circumstance. 
Direful—direful !” es 

‘What is the matter?’ said Ida, springing from 
her chair. 

‘The ring, the ring!’ murmured the aunt, 
burying her face in her handkerchief. _ 

‘Here it is,’ replied her niece, replacing the 
magic hoop upon her finger. 

‘Child, child! it is an awful sign !” 

‘Of what, aunt?’ : 

‘Accident or misfortune of some kind, for ’tis 
said—‘Ere the sun be set, sorrow will rise; 
when from the bride the ring doth fall,’ replied 
the aunt, with a melancholy anticipation of evil. 


A merry laugh burst from Ida’s lips, and she 
| turned the object of discussion derisively round 
_ upon the end of her finger, when her aunt’s an- 
/ ger was somewhat excited at this expressed 


g accidentally,’ 


‘ 


i “ rue I 7 - ¥ . of 
contempt forthe prophecy, and she sharply con- 
tinned, ‘You may ridicule anything, child ; but 
recollect many loud laughs have changed into 
bitter tears.’ : ; 

‘Why do you wish to frighten me?’ asked. 
|Ida, in a tone of remonstrence. 


| prove of levity upon occasions requiring 
|ness,’ replied the aunt. 
|, ‘cannot believe in such obsolete things— 
they are so'very silly,’ said Ida, with an ill-sup- 
pressed smile. 

‘So it appears, my dear; but I do believe in 
them,’ added the aunt. 

‘Then tell me the reason for so doing,’ said 
het niece. ; 

‘My reasons are countless. Circumstances 
admitting of no doubt have been related to me 
by dozens,’ rejoined the old lady. |» 

Not convinced that hearsay evidence was to 
| be deemed conelusive, Ida inquired if her aunt 
had ever witnessed an illustration of this dread- 
ful fatality. 


serious- 


| 


‘Bless me! you talk like a lawyer I once. 
ho would mot permit an | 


|heard at the assizes, 

honest man to say what he heard !” : 
‘Indeed!’ exclaimed Ida, “with pretended 

gravity. 
‘It’s quite true, my love. The man was about 


|thing which had positively been related to a very 
particular acquaintance of his when. the incon- 
sistent lawyer jumped up and said “Lhat’s no 
evidence ; tell us what you saw, sir, not what 
you heard,’ Goodness me! as if one couldn’t be 
| the reminiscence. 

‘We certainly should ‘not give too much cre- 
'|dence to what we’re told,’ replied Ida, ‘cireum- 
;Stances are so exaggerated, altered, and pur- 
posely misconstructed.’ ee 
‘Yes, yes, that is perfectly true ;~but people 
now-a-days disbelieve everything ; it was not so 
When I was a girl—warnings, signs, omens and 
dreams were regarded with proper observance, 
\Now it is thought fashionable to laugh at them ; 
although for my part, [think persons who laugh 
at superstition are as full of it-as those who ad- 
Tnit its influenee.’ 

. ‘We are all, more or less, 
stitious, I believe,’ said Ida. ‘But tell me about 
‘the ring. I wish to hear of some mishap *fol- 
lowing the luckless fall from the wearer of this 
public sign of matrimony. 


prone to be super- 


*\ (el eee 


éthe cries of the houndsin full chase were heard. 


‘I’ve no wish to alarm you but I much disap- ’ 


telling that a neighbor had told him of some-. 


told the truth,” said the aunt, quite indignant’at ‘ 


_| death, Ida murmured ‘ What 


woe ODOugA Lang 


Caw: 


ar 


shake of the wig. hs ok a: ; 

‘It was a rough day in March, and two years , 
after the union of avery dear friend of mine, 
that her husband was dressed for hunting. Oh! 
jthat dangerous, reckless amusement! Being 
late, he was hastening to depart, and in his hurry 
to bid her adieu, he snatched her hand quickly, 
and drew off her wedding ring, which rolled upon | 
the floor. ‘This circumstance was unnoticed at 
the time, and he proceeded to the door, where :-- 
his patient horse stood pawing the ground, held’. 
by a groom. Just as he was going to mount, -_ 


« 


No sooner were the well known sounds caught 

by the high spirited animal, than he reared upon 
lnis haunches straight in the air, bounded from 
one side of the road to the other, and became 
completely ungovernable from excitement and _ 
eagerness to join in the sport. Aftermanyuse- 
il less attempts to gain the saddle, his master an- 
| gry at not being able to start, threw himself pas- - 


'sionately across the horse, and gained one foot |. 
‘in a stirrup, when accidentally a spur struck 


‘deep in the side of the restless animal. . Furious © 
|, with pain he snapped his bridle, jumped from . 
the earth with a sudden bound, and. hurled the 
groom far from him. Away he rushed down 
the avenue with his rider half on, clinging to his 
‘mane. A high gate was closed at the end of 


, 


the avenue, towards which the horse galloped \ 
|with fearful speed. ‘The creature neared the 
barrier, and leaped at it without hesitation, but 
dashing aoajistll @top rail, he fell with desper-. 
ate force, carryi ill-fated master with him. 
* My poor the accident with feel- 
ings that iy ved, but not described. 
For many hours § unconscious of the ex- 
‘tent of hex, fortune. Upon recoy- 
he found her husband 
a ghastly figure. <A sur- 


| 
Ny 


| geon hing him with fingers pressed 
|} upon ¢ g pulse; bandages stained with 


blood were wrapped round his head ;, hischeeks | _ 
were ashy pale; his lips livid and clenched to- | 
gethe,. _ A slight moan escaped them occasion- ' 
JaHy, which were the only remaining signs of, 
life. In one short hour more, from being as 

happy a wife as ever the sun shone upon, my . 
| poor friend was a heart broken widow.’ 


_ Tears rolled from the old lady’s eyes as she 
«concluded her brief, but melancholy narrative. 
' No wonder that you believe in the omen of 
the ring,’ sobbed Ida. ‘My poor, dear Harry 
—oh, what will happen to him, ® 
‘Nothing! I hope and pray, tix_‘sve. Do 
‘It was very | 


} 
i! 


{ 


| not weep,’ entreated her aunt. . 
‘foolish of me to tell you this story—very wrong, 
indeed, butit was want of reflection ; I’m a silly 


‘old woman.. There, there, don’t ery, child.’ 


| A loud crash of thunder at this moment occa- 
“sioned both to start. Flash afier flash of light- 
ning succeeded, and a few large drops of rain 
splashed at intervals against the windows. Sud- 
denly, one deafening roar peeled over head, re- 
verberating over the hills miles distant, and a 
deluge of water fell, making the earth appear 
involved in smoke. Roll after roll of the warring 
‘elements followed, and the heavy clouds floated 
slowly on, spouting forth their o ercharged con- 
'tents.. The heavens grew momcatarily blacker, 
and the storm increased in its violence. 
Peering through the wet streaked panes, Ida 
watched, with fear depicted in her trembling 
limbs, the raging storm. Generally without the: 
common nervousness of her sex, Ida now paced 
‘the room with hurried step, clasping her hands 
'and Jost to all control of feeling. Her aunt en- 
|deavored to calm her excitement, but without 
success. The narration of the event of the ring, 
and the violence of the storm, had produced an 
effect not easily erased. 

As she was walking with haste up and down 
the apartment, anticipating evil of every kind 
that her heated imagination could form, she stood 
before the window speechless with emotion, at 
seeing the game-keeper running towards the 
house. On he came, but his master neither pre- 
ceded nor followed him. Ida beckoned to her 
‘aunt, and pointing to the hurrying man, rushed 
‘out of the house to meet him, regardless of the 
‘pouring torrénts. aioe, ‘ 
| * Tell me,’ she,gasped, clutching John by the 
arm, and stopping him in his course. 
| ‘My Jady, my master is—‘ John could say no 
‘more. 
|. * Quick, quick,’ she rejoined, in a voice hollow 
with dread, 

‘My master isin bed quite— 
Heath was quite expended. 
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read and write, 1 grew very 
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t. much ashamed of my own, ignorance and help~ 
lessness, and resolved to make myself mistress 
| : ; m - jof all these useful accomplishments. They 
N were all busy the whole day, and seemed to 
ie 4's 'take pleasure in their occupations. Oh! if you 
‘could see their happy faces as they sit at work | 
iW } -—% Pye jin the evening while uncle reads aloud; and 
: H a oh Ranh s vow |then if you could listen to our evening hymns. 
% a | ¢ Such singing I never heard, so sweet, so clear 
: ; | “7 rit scent there 1‘ and-so natural! 1 declare f forgot my ill-health 
i oh wet A large | before I had been here two days. ‘here is 
ae by nae ( : from |, such pleasure in gardening. When the girl 
_ ing for aj/commenced | put on laced boots as they d 
“til the next |/and went to work digging beds, wensplantingg 
Avr ANE % _ mations of, flowers, sowing seeds and training shrubs. We 
\Wonder See ses SCRE 8 a ow did her |! do not fear the dew or run for a slight shower. 
AN Sb se emg “4s read—> rte |Such a garden as we had; such variety and) 
2 a : : abundance of flowers and vegetables, ‘uch lux- 
¥ ‘uries in form of peas, beans, and suallads. Ty 
flatter myself Lam now quite a vardener, though he 
| at first] did not know aplant trom d. 
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